stand any thing sbout it, this road will be sbout fifty miles in | are of e%ery species of military and naval supplies. But it is;

: - ith those petiti for a limit- 2 i b -
\ary of the .\l‘l;f :as:;;‘::tde:“h iuamw uPn::amL length, which, at & cost of filty thousand doliars per mile, | not “aerely these supplies, it l-h :,l-}fa{' the mpqi';:m of
* =d time, and fo { this contract is put into the hands of the | would amount to a little more than wwo millions of dollars. ip'_uam; not merely military, d“ o 8 af 08 ahe
The conclusion o Aund now, sir, by this bill the Government proposes to pay to ' the great ends to be and accomp and for these

of the Navy, because in his handsalone is the great
E:::r::? of the mail steamers plyi}:g between our possessions
on the Atlantic snd our possessions on the Pacific side of
North America. These mail steamers are d.n‘ gned, 10 & cer-l
1ain extent, to become suxiliary and subservient to the nava
operations of the United States, lisble to become 2 part of its
naval force, and on thet account they are not under the con-
-rol of the Postmaster Generpl, 10 whom their immediste su-

rvision would seem to belong.

Nor does this bill mradm:'d the Su:lel:{q
alen, might be referred the approw ! ;
proprier;——to,rmclude it. The Secrotary vt the Navy is
person 1o whom the bill refers the conclueiin of the contract,
because ho already has in his kands the great business of con-
trolling the steamships which carry mails between the eastern
and western extremes of our ssions, and it only lacks,
sir, that a link be completed which lics between the Atlantic
and Pacific ocesms 1o perfect the communication between
the two sides of our continent. L

The bill also pravides for the ransportation of naval as well
as military stores ; therefove, it very appropriately refers the

them for 1wenty years six millions of dollers fur ll‘lllll_l:l'l',.
tion of all kinds, leaving a profit of four millions, Wit'yout
counting the tolls levied on that portion of the comi erce of
the world that may pass over the route.

the isthmus by treaty with New Grenads, and that that right
| will be gone unless we exercise it.
| nated by the 35th article of the treaty ’ Tt is nothing more
of War—1¢ whom, | than a right of way guatantied to us, an” we are not subject-
such contrects with | ed 1o the condition of constructing a road in order to securs
the | the privileges guarantied by this

t

ipletion of the contraet to the Secretary of the Navy.
ml}I‘Ft.zc persons, Mr. Presilent, named in the bill, and whe,
if the bill passes, are these with whom the contract will be
made, are persons who, (a my opizion, sreentitled to the most
favorable consideratin.  They afe, in the Firet place, persens
who are acqueinted prectically with whatthey undertake tode.
One of the petitioness, Mr. Stevens, js known throughout
the reading world for his travels in a part of South America
which lies near the country over which this road is to run.
Besides being knowa ss a traveller<ie all this region, he
has visited the isthmus: in company with two engineers
%0 sscertain for himself not merely the practicability but the
cost of the work ; and, thougk necesserily sided by the sur-
wveys which have been made heretofwe under the contracts
of different Governments, he has nevertheless examiped every
inch of greund himself, accoripanied by skilful engineess, who
have made their ows report ¢f the rowte. He has knowledge
3ran the sigess ST Wikaus b eeeitdge of the subjact itis in
vain for any body to undertele it.

The company whe apply for this privilege I_mvo znother re-
commendstion—that of capital to ascomplish it. They then,
s'r, have another recommendation, which is an interest in the
completion of the work. They ure the contractors for the
trans jen of the mails on the other side of the isthmus.
They have already put aflost three stesmers of the first class,
which have cost them six hundred thousand dollare. Thece
steamers are now passing rownd 1o commence the business of
transportation on the other side of the isthmus. They have,
then, a great sum already embarked in this business, and they
have 2 direct interest in making successful the large amount of
money which they have igvesied on the other side. They
who undertske to carry *“ persons and things”' from the other
side of the jsthmus are those whao, above all others, are the
most interested in havieg the means of sccomplishing, in the
shortest poassible time, the transit scross the isthmus of the
¢ persons and things™ in the transportation of which their
success depends. They have a direct interest in their money
already invested, and they have an interest in the success of
their enterprise.

They have anether reason, Mr. President, why they should
have this grant from vs. They already have it from the Go-
vernment which owns the country—irom the Goverament of
New Grensda—and are at this time in possession of the privi-
lege of opening this road.

I will read to the Senate the letter of Gen. Herran, Minis-
ter from New Grenada to this Government, procured by these
three gentlemen, Messrs. Aspinwall, Stevens, and Chauncey.
It is dated—

LecaTiox or NEw GREXADA,
Washingtonu, dec. 18, 1548,

GexteeMes : | have had various conferences with Mr. Jno.
L. Stevens, as representative of the Assoeiation which you Lave
dormed, and with powers sufficient to solieit the privilege of
conslgucting 1 railrgad in the isthmus of Panama, under the
conditions which, in the name of my Government, I have pro-
wsed to him. From these conferences it has resulted that
My, Btevens has given me sufficient guaranties, besides those
which are expressed in the privilege conceded to Matthew
Klein, under date of the §th of June, 1847, to ensure the exe-
cution of this work, [this is & very material statement, sir,]
and that your associstion binds itself to fulfil the conditions
which 1 have proposed in favor of New Grenada, besides those
which are set forth in the privilege.

In virtue of this sgreement, 1 declare that you are in posses-
sion of the privilege conceded by the Government of New
Grenada for the construction of a railroad over the isthmus of
Panama. 1am your very obedient servant,
P. A. HERRAN,
Messrs. W. H. Asprxware, Jxo. L.

Stevess, Hexar, and Cravscer.

The letter is in Spanish, sir, and I give it a literal transla-
tion as I go on. The last sentence is perhaps the most essen-
tal of all.  **In virtue of this agreement | declare that you
are in possession of the privilege conceded by the Government
of New Grenada for the construction of a railroad over the
isthmus of Panama.”

80 that, Mr. President, besides securing to these applicants
this contract heretofore, as stated by them in their petition,

|

the, Minister of New Girenada has now, on this day, given |

them an official letter declaring that they are in possession of
it.  And it is probable that the Minister himself may be with-
in the sound of my voice when I make this declaration, that

he has, on this day, and for the purpose for which it is now |

used, declared that these j are in p of the pri-
vih;; granted by that Government. Let it be known that
this day the ies are in possession.

I deem it mnm, Mr. President, that, afier the delays
which have taken place for more than three centuries in execut-
ing some easy and practicable communication between these two
great oceans, the time has arrived now when the great work
can be accomplished. Two Governments, both in the new
world, republics, and friendly to each other, have entered into
a treaty for the purpose of securing the execution of this work.
An article has been inserted in the treaty, unanimously agreed
o on the part of the American Benate, by which, sir, we
acquire-an interest, an invaloable interes!, in the use of that
work, provided we use the right secured to us of opening the
way scross the isthmus.

This is done by two republics—Powers of the new workl—
acting together in making this treaty, and taking into their
own hands, as appropriste, the great work which is to carry
into effect the great idea of Columbus, in proposing to go
west in order 1o arvive at the east. It is now in our powerto
sccompllsh it. The
years; and that undertaking is made upon an actusl view,
an sctual examination by engineers of the whole work to be
mﬁd Their contract with the Government of New
gives them cight years in which 1o do this work.
The privilege of which they alone are now in ion ex-
pires after sight years, and does not expire for eight years ;
but, actuated by their own interests, as well as anxious to
comply with the universal dosire 1o facilitate the intercourse
between the two great ocesns, these petitioners dre ready to
make ex efforts, and to secomplish this work with-
in lees than half the time.

This is as desirable 10 us, 10 the Government of this coun-

try, and to all who have yet to traverse the two oceans, as it |

in to them. Their interest requires it, and our eonvenience,
and the sucoessful carrying on of our own business requires it

also. In the case of this mmn,—-inhud s they are—ac-
quainted as they are with work which they have to do,
and in possession of the necessary capital to it—

alresdy baving six hundred thousand dollars invested in the (

line, which is on the other side of the isthmus, and deeply

d in the which they have themselves to get
from capital already laid out—we have every possible human
guaranty that these gentlemen will have the work sccom-
plished within the time which they name. Then, Mr. Presi-
dent, itis a subject of cengratulation, a sutject of rejoicin
that the United States of America, one of the first PoWers in
the world, shall be the first to carry cut the great ides of Co-
lambus of going west 1o ob'ain the esst. Other plans may
follow, sir. There is one contemplated across the isthmus of
Tehuantepec by an English company. Let it goon. Let
it succeed. Lot there be sw many ss possible.  But, sir, when
that work i« accomplished, it is will & British work. It s
none of oure. It s not gusrsntied to us by tresties. We
will have 1o take our chance slong with other nations.

We may v ¥Ify in time, perhaps before long, mccom-
plish the ides of Mr. Jefferson in sending Lewis and
Clarke 10 the Pacific ocean, the grest object of which was to
examine into the practicsbility of opening s communication
between ke two sides of the continent. We may have an
American road yet to the Pacific ocean ; but that must be a
work of time. The work across the isthmus of Tehuantepec
may be calied a faretgn work, ss it eoneorns us. * This across

the isthmos of Darien may be considersd an Amesican work, |
snd that will be completed immediately. 1 hope, ‘then, |

that the Senators may see that every interest and every foels
ing that belongs to the Amerieans—{or [ appropriste thet term
by way of distinction to the firet Power in the New World—
#%00ld make us-antious 1o sceomplish thie work, and to do it
at once.  Girest will be- the pride of o)l America (o be the first
to sccomplish this work, and to aceomplish it under cireum-
stances which will give it a national character
ourselves.

Mr. BREESE., Mr. President, I do not rise st this time
for the p«:r- of discussirg the merits of this important enter-
prise. I sball leave that for some other and more ious

Bat | rise to ex my hope ithat the henarable Se-
this billy not stiempt to get & vote of the Senate it to-
day, nor this week, but that he will give us lnﬂm and
sbundant opportanity to consider it fully in all its details, and

I in it whole w.oi_r,ﬂdyhuﬂob!hehh by

that | mation
rely, that o far more beneficial proposition then this
h:’thmm.*\ﬁin-iu very soon be offerea
* 1he consideration of the Benate.

Sir, this is a vast matter and & vast undertaking which
these individoals, the memorisliste 10 this Government, nce
about to and for which sre Lo receive the sanc-
snd funds of the U 1 under-

» upon which | ean implicitly

S

-

with respeet 1o |

matter, and to the vast sum of

subject, but give us all time to look into it, and to make up
our minds fully in regard to it.

| Senate 1o make this bill the special order for to day.

The Senator says we have obtained the right 1, pass across

1
'
{

What is that right desig-

right of way. _
the attention of the Serate will be called to this
money proposed to be paid to |
and that Senators will bear in mind that a |

1 hope

hese gentlemen ;

l}."‘P"‘*“"“ much more favorable will be presented to them. |

he Senate, therefore, should not act hastily upon this

Mr. HALE. Mr, President, 1 do not wish to be under-

stood, in the few remarks which [ propose tomake upon ' ployed by the
this subject aml time, as indicating what vote I shall give ' great enterprises

this bill on its final passage. [ confess, however, at the out-
set, that my impressions are all against it—very strongly
against it: snd I wish to be informed sbout it. If I under-
stand the treaty between this country and New Grenada, to
the 35th article of which reference has been made by the Se.
nator irom Illinois, (Mr. Barssg,) & gréat and valuable pri-
vilege was secured to the Government and citizens of the
United States. Well, sir, [ take it that when that treaty was
ratified by the Government of New Grenada, their power, so
far as it relates to any railroad that was to bo built across the
isthmus, either by the United States or her citizens, was per-
formed and finished, and that it now remains with the Gov-
ernment of the United States to prescribe the mode and mau-
ner sud terms upon which the citizens of the United Bum
are to enjoy the privilege ol constructing a nil!md; or, in
e worde of thetreaty, ** any mode of communication which
may exist, or which may heresfter be constructed.""

Sevenal Sexavons. Read it, -

Mr. Havr.  The 35th article of the treaty is as follows :

“ The Government of New Grepada lsuﬂnliel to the Go-
vernmeit of the United States that the right of way or transit
across the Isthmus of P upon au des of com i
tion that nov exist, or that may hereafter be constructed, shull
be open and iree to the Government and citizens of the Unit-
ed States for the transportation of any articles of produce, ma-
nufictures, nigrehandise, and commeree belongiug to the citi-
zens of the United States ; and that no other tolls or charges
shall be levie! on eitizens of the United States, or their mer-
chandise, than are levied upon the citizens of New Grenada.”

I teke it, sir, that, as far as that Government is concerned,
the right of this construction is vested by this treaty in the
Government of the United States, and it is not competent for
any of the eitizens of the United States to go in and buy a
contract with that Government, subsequent to this treaty, and
pass a snap statute, and say to the Government, * Your hands
are tied ; you cannot accomplish your object except by con-
tracting with us."”

Again, sir, this bill not only authorizes but directs the Se-
cretary of the Navy to enter into a contract with these three
individuals. Now, it seems to me that, though the word has
grown somewhat odious of late, this is, in the strictest sense
of the definition, a monopoly. All the other citizens of the
United States, except Mr. Wm. H. Aspinwall, John L. Ste-
vens, and M: Chauncey, by this bill are deprived, for
twenty years, of the privileges which might accrue to the
citizens and Government of the United Staies under the treaty
with New Grerada. The Secretary is not at liberty, after this
bill becomes a law, to receive proposals from any body else,
no matter how favorable may be the terms.

If I understood the honorable gentleman from Missouri,
(Mr, Bexrox, ) 8ne of the reasons assigned in his introducto-
ry remnarks as favoring the passage of this bill, is, that these
gentlemen have already very vast contracts with the Govern-
ment on the otier side of the isthmus, where they have the
carrying of the mails. I suppose that there is to be a sort of
scriptural-revelaiion doetrine here, that to those who have much
much shall be given, and that these gentlemen, because they
have already sccured very large and valuable contracts, are
now to have this privilege given to them for twenty years, I
this bill lies over, 1, if no other Senator does it, will propose
an amendment, instructing the Secretary of the Navy to issue
proposals tothe whole people of the United States, and see if
there cannot be three gentlemen found that have as
much ekill, as much knowledge, and as much capital too, to
construct this railroad as they have.

It is a new measure; it is one of vast moment. It opensa
new era in the history of the world, connecting the two sides
of this continent by this railroad ; and I am not prepared, at
this moment, 1o say that this new phase of civilization and
commerce, which is now exciting the interest of the whole
world, at the very first day that it sees the light, is to be trans-
ferred for twenty years to Messrs. Aspinwall, Stevens, and
Chauncey.

I do not know, sir, but that I may have mistaken altogether |
the character of this bill ; but this is the way that it strikes my
mind st present. I am open to conviction. If there are any |
arguments to be given to a mind willing to hear them, and to
be convinced by them, I would be very bappy to hear them
stated. If my convictions ate overcome, I am as ready to
vote for this measure as any body else; but at present my im-
pressions are more decidedly sgainst this bill than they have
been upon any act of legislation since I bave been a memnber |
of the Senate. .

Mr, BENTON. Mr. President, I regret that 1 asked the
All that
I expected was to open the subject and bring it before the Sen-
ate, ‘::d that, after due deljhrlj:i':n and discussion, we would
proceed to act upon it. | did not intend to ask the Senate to
take any vote upon it to-day, of any kind. I, therefore, stand
ready to sgree to the putling off the bill from day to-day, or
far a short time, until Senators can have an opportunity to

examine it, and 1 must repeat, what [ then stated, that the

|
|

stand the
fi'{':"..'f

fitioners undertake tb do it within three | ,

|

| the United Siates, for connecting these two

| mals from Chagres scross the isthmus, and [ can sa

only way by which Senators can understand this matter is to
leave the mmm and to discuss it. That is the only
way. That is necessity fur time for Senators to under-
ject is very clear from what the Senstor from
lllinois, (Mr. Bugeax,) who sits upon my right, has just said.
poses that by this Lill twelve millions of dollars are to
for transporting mails across the lsthmos of Panams. |
. BREESE. I said six milllons.

r. BENTON. Well, then, six millions. I do not care
t the precise amount. Why, sir, this contract is already
in the hands of these gentlemen, as & part of the contract for

M

carrying the maile on the other side of the Isthmus. When

the mail line of steamers was established by the Congress of

r:mol'mﬂu.
it was stipulated in the contracts entered into between the

Government and the mail com that the gentlemen who
have the contract on this side

Id carry the mail as far as
Chagres, and that those who have llneonlnctnnllnothal
side should carry them from Chagres across the isthmus and |
to the Pacific coast. !

There is, then, sir, in the hands of these gentlemen, ot this |
time, not merely the privilege, but the obligstion to carry the |

y that,
over and above that contract, they have .
sl stesmer to Chagres for thir;wn sdvantage illb:lnl-
portation, and for the convenience of passengers going by that
direction.  And | may say that, for considerations of humani-
ty, they have against the detention of passengers at
“hagres, a place in itsell most contempt
diously situated upon the coast, and inbabited by a people
with whom it cannot be desirable for any one to stay over
night; for | believe there is not a white man among them ; and
as in Rome it is necessary to_do as Romans do, #0 it is ne- |
cessary 1o do as these do when stopping among them.
These gentlemen, 1o provide sgainst this inconveniences, have
slready provided a small steamer for of meeting
the steamer that goes down from the American coas!, and
receiving persons at the mouth of the river, and taking them
up as far as steamboats run, which is about eighteen miles
have slready provided this steamer, and the mails are now
carried under that contract,
Mr. President, it is not only fhat there is mothing to be
:id for the transportation of the mails, but there is nothing to
paid any way. There is nothing stipulsted for any sum or |
for any time. The asuthority is only given o the Secretary
of the Navy for ¢ ing ot & rate not egeecding certain
rales, and fur a period of not exceeding & crriain pum-
ber of years. Now, sir, there iz o rale to be taken, the rate |
which we pay for carrying the mail between New Vork and
Liverpool. Here are your rules to go by. The rate is not |
to exoeed throe-fourths of the amount which is now paid for
transporting the mails alone from New York to Liverpool.
The Secretary may make the rate as much below that as
ke can bring down the parties, and we all know well enough
that an American officer, in making a coutract under an act
that gives him discretionary powers, feels bound by every con.
sideration (o represent the wishes of his Government and the
mase of the community in making bis contract. S0 much as
to smount. Now as to the time. The bill specifics a great
deal. The Secretary in not boand 1o make it one yesr. He
may make .0 as short as he can. Let persons make ss many

m» us they please. These s will aid the
in making his contracts,

make pr

sitions for carrying the articles in the bl I‘)I: lows,
But these propositions must come from persons who know
what they are going 1o do, like these gentlemen, who ure able
to do ity snd Lave an interest, like them, in sccomplishing it
in the shortest time. And when all is done, will have 1o
show, sir, that they hnve the right to obtain it from the Gov-
ernment of New Grenada, (he right to obtsin what js

a declaration made this morning for the purpose of being
read to the American Senate, to lr-d”-rmid
to these gentlemen.
- Now, sir, it is not the mails slone they are to carry,
but paval and military ies of every kind.  Bot the mails
mnlm&ym pro::-l l:h-;“ .mm coniract. They will
carry on m b " at m,
them on the backe of mules. i

Thmd-pq-ﬂulgmb:&hm

the bill stipulates to pay nothing, ‘There is no stipulation
for apy thing, either in point of of tim
All is left open to contract. But the has a consideration
which is of the highest possible moment. It is that the work
shall be completed within three years after the time of contract,

We are to thank the gentieman from Illinois (Mr. Bassse)
for bringing forward his objections ; but he misconceived the
abject of the bill, and his misconce puthim off' the traek.

“With this 1 will make a few observations to the honorable
Senator from New Hampshire, (Mr. Haze.) That Senator
has an argument, which I feel ns strongly as any one, against
monopolies—all monopolies. But there happen to be cases
in which monopolies are both just and politic. re are cases
in which new and extraordinary works cannot be accomplished
except by giving advantages to the company en in them.
Of that kind is the work before us ; of that kind, sir, are our
mail steamers, which not only go to Californis, but to Burope.
Of that kind is the great Cunard line of steamers, which have
won the admiretion of (he world. They are stcamers em-
British Government, Of that kind are all
set on foot, for which individuals are not com-
petent ; and it is necessary, in order to secure the fuliilment
of such enterprises, 1o add a consideration suificient to ensure
the company against loss, in order to gel a great work accom-
plished ; and all that duly considered, I should advise the Se-
cretary of the Navy to be careful before he enters into any
contracts with this or any other company. The bill states a
maximum beyond which he cannot go. And there is no mi-
nimum to which he is confined. The maximum, sir, is in
favor of the country, and I trust we can be satisfied that an
officer of the American Government will make the contract
upon the best termas for his Government.

[ have no objection to thebill going over, butas for extend-
ing it, it is death to the bill. The loss of a few months now is
the loss of a year. And then it is something novel, sir, for
legislation to stop for the mere purpose of giving others an
upportunity to come in and bid against a proposition desirable
in itself, end particulatly, sir, when the object contended for
i# already in the possession of another. An application
which may come in may mar the whole object. They may
offer to carry it for the smallest possible sum and the merest
fraction of time. What, then? The rght, sir, the right is
already in the ion of another. And what becomes,
then, of the contract > No, sir, the bil is open, Thebill
gubmits the whole matter to the discretionof a high officer of
the Government, and I see no reason why we should be afraid
to trust to his discretion in the limitations.

Mr. ALLEN. As this is & matter of great importance,
sir, and a subject entirely new, I desire sone information in
regotd to it. The Government of the Unted States has, |
believe, in virtue of treaty stipulations, the right of way for
itself and for its citizens across the Isthmus of Panama.
desire to know whether the intention of thii bill is to transfer
that right from the Government of the United States to a
company in New York, so that no other citiens of the United
States, except that company, can exercise tist right across
the [sthmus of Panama.

Mr. BENTON. I apprehend that all persns who would
be at liberty to traverse the isthmus if this bil were retused,
would still bave the same liberty cancerning thi: and all other
privileges if the bill were to be

Mr. ALLEN. Ido notspeak of the rights of those gen-
tlemen in New York. Their rights have no mecial concern
in this Senate. Our business is with the rightsof the people
of the United States, which are secured to them sy this treaty.
I degire to know whether it be the intention of this bill to di-
vest the Government and the people of the United States of
the right of transit seross the Isthmus of Panam, and invest
this company in New York with this right, to he exclusion
of the people of the United States who may desire to con-
struct railroads or canals across that isthmus. Thisis what [
wish (0 know. ' I desire simply to know whether we are to
give up any rights that we have acquired under his treaty, by
this bill, to any company in the United States; or whether the
people of the United States, every body in the United States
thall have the right to go there and make a read, canal, rail-
Toad, or any thing else.. I simply wish ¢ know whether we
lose any of the rights which we have acquired by the treaty
with New Grenada,

Mr. BENTON. M. President, I woull merely say that,
20 far a3 the railroad is concerned, the righ. is exclusive for a
limited time ; the grant is for ninety-nine years. But as to
transit, every | can go according to lus choi on foot
through the woods, on mules, or in any manner he may
please. The privilege of the road is to be exclusive, and it
15 that in which the people of the United States are to get the
benefit of the treary.

Mr. CLARKE. I rise at this moment to sk for the con-
tract which was made by the Govemment of New Grenada
with a company of the citizens of France, in 1838, which
contract has been transferred (o these persons—the memorial-
ists. If any Senator has a copy of that contract, I shall be
happy to see it before this debate proceeds forther. Tt is very
desirable, in order to understand what will be the situation of
the United States, and the citizens of the United States, in
case this bill pass, for that contract 1o be understood by the
Senate, before we proceed 10 any ratification of the petition of
these memorialists.

If this is to be restricted, it is very desimble that we
should know ity and if it is 10 be unrestricted aed unlimited,
we should also know it

I would ask whether a copy of the contract isin possession
of the honorable Senator from Missouri, (Mr. Bextow,) or of
any other person.

Mr. BENTON. [Itis in the city, and can be produced ;

but it has expired.
I understand that that confract has ex-

Mr. CLARKE.
pired, and that the same terms have been grantad to the pre-
sent memorialists, It is very desirable to know what are the
terms of that contract, and what are the terms of the contract
under which the present memorialists claim the exclusive right
of way across the isthmus. .

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland. Mr. President : It is not
probable that I shall vote for this bill unless 1 understand it
more I.‘p&lhmron.lﬂily than it is possible to understand it in its pre-
sent s rise now simply to suggest one of t«o thing:
and I shall be much ind!'hzﬂ‘w the honorable ltntwm
Missouri if he can remove my objections. The bill itself is
not, if I understand the honorable Senator aright, a bill su-
thorizing the Secretary of the Navy to enter iofo s contract
with these gentlemen for the tion of munitions of
war, naval stores, &c., but it is a bill directiog s well as
suthorizing him 1o enter into a contract with these gentlemen.
The language of the bill is that he ** is hereby agthorized and
directed” to enter into such a contract. [t gives him no op-
tion at all, but compels him to enter into s contrect upon such
terms ss the bill preseribes.

Anotber provision of the bill is—and so far as that is con-
cerned it is entirely in the power, the exclusive power, of
these directors—that he is 1o give not more than three-foarths
the amount which is now paid for the tion of the
mail from New York to Liverpool. The bill, if I understand
it correctly, directs the Secretary of the Navy to enter into &

tract, to the provisions of which 1 have just referred, with
no limitation _uaﬂ:bulhe amount paid for this service shall
not exceed three-fourths the sum which we now pay for the
tr ion of the mails to Li They may go o
that high if these gentlemen think proper to say that they wl.ﬁ
not contract for any thing short of that amount.

Now, if I recollect aright, the amount which we pay
the transportation of mails from New York to Li
very nearly four hundred thousand dollars

for
is

! of the character of the
eounta of the road, very much inelined
to think that it would not cost, st make
road, more than two millions of
done for a million and a half, At
of making the road would not exgeed
sult would be, that it would place in the hands
tore & clear profit of four mi an expenditare of two,
and that wi:bwliapodngulh::ymwh-n
than to carry the supplies of the

war, public stores, the maile of the
persons in its employment—that is,

official relation 1o the (Jovernment.

But [ have another objection 10 the bill. I have not seen
the contract which Messrs. Aspinwa |, Stevgns
to have made with the Government of N
derstood the honorable Benator from Missouri (Mr. Bewrox)
o have said, in anewer to an toty of the

3

|

| contract has expired. But I suppose that it has been, in some |

shape or other, revived, as thay are now in of the
. ity 1o make thisrond. 1believe | understood the Sena-
tor aright.
Mr. BENTON nodded assent.
Mr. JOHNSON, Waell, now, Mr. President, | would like
to know whether the &
i mak

or in point of time. | four

sary for me lo say what an immense profit it will be to this
Nobody can tell what it would amount to.
I make these merely for the of show-
ing that, ifwe billas it has come fromthe Committee on
M we place in the hands of these gentlemen
ons of dollars, and we at once put into their hands &
charter—for it is literally a charter—under which they ma
impose millions und mi , not only for the w
period of twenty years, bl for the whole period that
rosd may last. Benators are aware that they huve a charter
from the Government of New Grenada for ninety-nine years.
I do not know any thing of its renewal. Now, sir, as to the
ion made by the honorable Senator from Missouri,

(Mr. Bexrox,) on which he great weight, that these
particular gentlemen have a decided sdvantage over others
who would be likely to engage in an undertaking of this de-
scription. Why, sir, I should be very glad ‘to undertake it
without a dollar of capital belonging to myself, and I could
raise the money in five days; for whoever has the authority to
make the road, with the cerlainty of receiving the six mil-
| lions, based on the credit of the United States Government,
will be greatly facilitaled in obtaining the fifteen hundred
thousand or two million dollars which will be necessary to
accomplish the work. But I understood the honorable Sena-
tor that he did not intend to press a vote on the bill to-day+;
if he is not now prepared to answer my objections, he may do
g0 when the bill comes up on its final R

Mr. BENTON. Ihave no objection that there should be n
brief delay, provided the subject be continued from day to day,
until finally disposed of. ith respect to the mer asked
for by the Senator from Maryland, it shall be forthcoming.
The application for it is a very proper one, for the letter con-
tains other terms which are referied to by the parties, and
which do not upon the face of the contract, I eoncur
very readily in the proposition which the gentleman makes for
a brief delay and the dj;mlueuan of the paper, but the Senator
myst excuse me if [ do not join him in his caleulation respect-
ing so compendious a mode of expending four ‘millions of dol-
lars, In the first ﬁlm, upon no principle upon which he or
I camegovern ourselves can we take away two millions. We
‘cininot set up our opinion us to the sum necessary to be ex-
pended in the construction of the road, in opposition to the
estimate of com| t engineers. The gentleman will find
the basis of his calculation to be erroneous in another particu-
lar. The receipts for tr ion are not to be considered
in the light of profit to the company. I apprehend that their
expenditure, which will be very considerable, will absorb
those receipts. A large number of persons will have to be
employed along the line of the road, and there must be a large
outlay for buildings to shelter those who are so amploied,
and to shelter those who travel. I apprehend there will be
a large outlay from the time that the work is completed
and transportation upon it commences until the tra
tion shall entirely cease. We know that such is the case
with all our railways, and we know that such is the ex-

1| pense attending them, to say nothing of supplies of wood and

water, from the number of hands to be employed, that it eats
deeply into the'amount received for the conveyance of passen-
gers. If we were to go upon the assumption of the gentle-
man, that all the receipts are clear profits, we might well be
astonished to see how rapidly fortunes could be made. But
when you come to look at the detail of business, you will find
that one-half, two-thirds, or perhaps three-fourths of your re-
ceipts must go for the neceasary expenses. Thus the gentle-
man's caleulation wholly fails as to these enormous profits.

Mr. BREESE. It is not my intention to trouble the Sen-
ate with any remarks in relation to the merits of this bill at its
present stage, but I desire to correct a slight misunderstanding
which seems to prevail in regard to one of the sections of the
bill. It appeared to me that the language of that section
would bear the interpretation which I have put upon it. For
twenty years' service they will certainly receive six millions of
dollars, and they will receive that sllowance whether they
‘tonstruct a railway the whole distance or not ; for the Sena-
tor has himsell informed us that they have already sent a
steamboat to ply upon the Chagres river, and that the whole
extent of land travel will not exceed twenty-five miles. Their
outlsy, then, I ap , cannot exceed one million of dol-
lars. I merely wish to direct the attention of the Senate to
this subject,

Mr. CAMERON rose to address the Senate.

Mr. BREESE. For the sccommodation of my friend from
Pennsylvania I will move that the Benate adjourn.

Mr. DIX (the motion to adjourn being withdrawn) rose for
the purpose of ealling the attention of the Senate to another
point in relation to this subject. He apprebended that the
Government of the United States had no right, under the
treaty with New Grenada, to confer the power of construct-
ing a road scross the isthmus of Paname st sll. The only
right (said Mr. D.) that we acquire, as I understand it, is
this, that citizens of the United States with their merchandize,
&ec. may pass across the isthmus upon any roads which are now
constructed, or which may be hereafter constructed, with the
same privileges as are enjoyed by the citizons of New Grenads,
while the right of constructing roads, or of authorizing their
coustruction, is reserved to them. [ make this suggestion
merely for the purpose of calling the attention of the Senate
to the subj
Mr. CAMERON. I rise for the purpose of moving that
the Senate adjourn; but before” doing so I would inguire if
there be s copy of this compsct wilh the French company,
upon which this whole matter is based, in print, because we
ought to have it before us.

Mr. BENTON. In reply to the Benator | will say that I
will do all that is in my power to have it put in the hands of
Senators as soon as it can be done.

On motion, the Senate proceeded to the consideration of
Executive business ; and, after some time so spent, the doors
were opened, and the Senate ao urned.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
Several other members appesred this day and took their |
seats in the House, viz :

Mr. Toomuns, of Georgia ; Mr. Hoverox, of Alabama ; Mr.
Canzr, of Florida ; Mr. Cranks, of Kentucky; Mr., Bow-
Lix, of Missouri ; and Mr. Maxx, of Massachusetts.

DEFICIENCY BILL.
Mr. VINTON, from the Committee of Ways and Means,
a bill 1o nﬁly deficiencies in the appropristions for |
the service of the fiscal year ending June 30, 1849. Read
twice and committed, and made the special order for Wednes-
day, the 27ih instant,

THE NEW TERRITORIES,

ernment
fornia, and excluding sla
After some remarks b&
Mr. WENTWORT
be lnid the table ; which was decided in the sffirmative,
Yeas 106, nays 82,

SLAVERY IN THE DISTRICT.

In pursuance of previous notice, Mr. GIDDINGS intro-
duced a bill to suthorize the people of the District of Columbia |
to their wishes as to the continuance of slavery and
the slave trade within the District ; which bill was read twice.
Mr. GIDDINGS made some remarks in support of his bill,
during which, in reply to ing by Messrs

uiries
Tuomrson and Tomrxias, of lﬁ-m-d G

stated that, as he regarded

Me. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, then moved that the bill
be laid on the table ; which was in the affirmative, as
follows :

By, Becke, Bebiogst B, Bt B Bt e,

» 3 ¥ [ y Dra=
dy"da-hhhm Willism G. Brown, Brown,
Whert G Brown, B , Burt, Cabell, , Chase,
Heverly L. Clark, Howell Cobb, Williamson . Cobb,

Coeke, Crisfield, Crozier, Dan

Habbard, H
Wm, T hvr-t-;lidn, Lawrenee. .Mﬂd&5
: , Mullin, N

Palivey, Feasiee. Peck Bort, Fae 'lm"
Rockhill, Julius Rockwell, Rocy Ilnng. St.J
Strobrn '-r-unu...' "Fhursion, Took, Tutver, ¥
Warren, Wentworth, White, Wilmot, Wilones?7. i
The bill from the Senate, entitled * An act

ment of interest

, Lahm,
ewell,

u&mg‘ln tl?;ig?'d“: s
By Mr. LPS; to pa;

the two per cent. upon the pwulL
lie Imn!lp.:!hkh have been sold
State, and which have been

stru a road leading fo said State ; which
ﬁ:nu:ln?mondﬁu,andnﬁmd to the Committee on

By Mr. DICKINSON : A bill granting lands to the Btate
of Ohio for constructing a road from Lower Sandusky to tbe
Greenville treaty line, agreeably to the treaty of Brownstguwn,
of 1808 whi.uﬁ bill was read a first and second ime, and
referred to the Committee on Public Lunds.

By Mr. BROWN, nl'Hi-iuipEi: A bill to provide for the
graduation of the price of the public lands, and a bill to grant
a quantity of land to the State of Mississippi, for the purpose
of improving the navigation of certain rivers in that Btate
which bills were severally read s first and second time, and
referred to the Committee on the Public Landes. :

By Mr. SMITH, of Illincis : A bill granting to the States
of Illinois and Indiana the right of way and a donation of pub-
lic lands for making a railroad to connect the falls of the Ohio
river opposite to Louisville, in Kentucky, with the Mississippi
river, by the way of New Albany, in Indiana, and Mount
Carmel, on the Wabash river, to Alton, in Illinois ; which
bill was read a first and second time, and referred to the Com-
mittee on the Public Lands.

By Mr. DUNN : Abill granting the right of way over the
public lands in the States of Indiana and Hlinois to the Ohio
and Miui_ni'iri Railroad Company, and a portion of the pub-
lie lands within eaid States of Indiana and Illinois to said
States rupe;livalliy. to be by them appropriated in the construc-
tion and completion of a railroad to be constructed by said
company ; which bill was read a first and second time, and
referred to the Committeeon the Public Lands.

By Mr. LEFFLER : A bill to grant certain slternate sec-
tions of the public lands to the State of Iowa, to aid said
State in the construction of a_railroad from Dubugque, via
Towa city, to Keokuek, in said State ; which bill was read a
first and second time, and referred to the Commillee on the
Public Lands.

By Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut : A joint resolution
to authorize the survey of certain routes for a canal or railroad
between the Atlantic and Pacific oceans; which resolution
was read o first and second time, and referred to a select
committee,

RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED.

On motion of Mr. RICHARDSON,

. Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to com-
municate to this House Order No. 172, issued at the mouth
of the Rio Grande, in Texas, on the 7th of July, 1848, by
command of Major General John E. Wool.

Mr. WENTWORTH offered the fallowing resolution,
which was read ; and, debate arising thereon, it was laid over
under the rule, viz : )

Resofved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in-
structed to inquire into the expediency of passing a law pro-
viding for the abolition of slavery and the prohibition of its
extension, wherever Congress has the power so to do, and
thus relieving this Government from all responsibility for
the existence of that institution, and also from all agitation
concerning il. f

Mr. FICKLIN offered the following preamble and resolu-
tion, which were read, and, debate arising thereon, they were
laiil over under the rule : :

Whereas the gusranty to the new States that they shall
come into the Union on an equal footing with the original
thirtzen States is not complied with so long as the Federal
Government exercises the right of disposing of the public lands
in the new States : and whereas the right of disposing of the
soil of the public lands within their limils is one of the highest
and most essential attributes of State sovereignty : Therefore,

B: it resolved by the House of Representatives, That the

ittee on the Public Lands be instructed to inquire into
the expediency of reporting a bill ceding to each one of the
new States all of the public lands within their respective limits,
excejt such as may be reserved under the constitution for pub-

lic purposes.

& motion of Mr. HUBBARD,

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be in-
slru¢ied to inquire into the expediency of placing soldiers’ cer-
tifica'es, issued under the act of February 15, 1847, on the
same basis with treasary notes, as per act of January 28, 1847,
and, if they deem proper, to a bill for that purpose.

Ou motion of Mr. ECKERT,

Reolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed
to inquire what proportion of the imports into the United
State: is made by foreigners and on foreign account, and what
proportion by citizens of the United States; and also what
frauds, if any, are committed against the revenues of our Gov-
erument under the ud valorem duties ; slating what proportion
of these frauds are committed by foreign and what by Ameri-
can importers, and report to this House.

01 motion of Mr. GREGORY,

Kesolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means take
into consideration the propriety of reporting s bill for reducing
the size of the one cent coin, and to suthorize the coinage of
a three cent piece, both 10 be composed of copper and some
othr precious metal.

On motion of Mr. HAMPTON, of Pennsylvania,

Hesolved, That the Committee on Public Lands inquire
ints the expediency of granting to the State of Pennsylvania
1,100,000 acres of the public lands belonging to the United
Stites, to be sppropriated as follows, viz : 500,000 acres for
the copstruction of the Pennsylvania railroad ; 300,000 acres
for the construction of the Pittsburg and Comellsville rail-
road ; and 200,000 to the P Ivanis and Ohio railroad, to
be expended within the State of Pennsylvania ; and that ssid
commitee do further inquire into the expediency of making a
just and equitable division of the public lands amongst the
several States of this Union, and that said committee report by
bill or otherwise.

Mr. MEADE offered the following resolution, which was
read, considered, and agreed to :

Resolved, That the Secrotaty of State cause to be trans-
mitted to this House the
don, late, and Gorham Parks,
United States at Rio de Janeiro,

ub-

their | lic Lands.

Tuvespav, Decessen 19, 1848,

IN SENATE.

The VICE PRESIDENT lsid before the Senate & report
of the Becretary of State, communicating, agreeably to law,
an abstract of returne of American sesmen registerrd in the
several of the United States during the year ending Sep-
tember 30, 1848 ; which was read.

The following isthe recapitulation of the number of seamen,
as far o8 returned : ‘

I Citizans,
Etates, . 3 i
| Native. |§;:‘I1ru|.
Maine. ........ DA SR 11,194 TR
New Hempshire...............| 690 | 3
................. 2724 | S8
Rbode lsland. . . . .. R a4 |
Connecticut ............... ool A& |
A SR LR 1,428
R e, g R
Maryland. .. ........ TR ciil 0 13
District of Columbia .i 0 |
DRI . | o'l i e e 914 ooi| 426
North Carclon,............... 41
RO . . iocie vpeod 85 |
e TR G Fr R | e |
B s dhs il RS e '
I | a5 | o
Mr. ATCHISON, from the Committes on_Tndian Afaire,
reported a hill to suthorize the Secretary of War to make re-

A letter from the Becretary of War, explaining the cireom-
'--l- hm.‘nﬂ&bmihlﬂ.

\

wg:m“‘www.mm was reported back
i KING r0qu 4100 an explanation of the object of the
Mr. ATCHISON sent to the Secretary a

Aliics

tion fro"y the Commissioner of Indian
t the facts of the case,
The communication having been resd—

. hﬂ-.ﬁ&ﬂﬁﬂglﬁ&mﬁu% He said: Mr.

that the Benate would have given some alten
to the reading of the document, as it the whole :::
ter. Last summer, unfortunately, a boy of the Caddo tribe
of Indians was killed by some of the volunteer troops in
Texus. This produced, as & matter of course, great excite-
ment ; they threate
Indian sgent and Col. who commanded upon that fron-
tier, concluded a treaty with these Indians,, The Indians
agreed Lo take five hundred dollars to keep the pesce, necord-
ing to their custom ; and now the Secretary of war calls upon
us to make lhu:&nmpnmn :
- The bill was ordered to a third reading, and was sub-
sequently read o third time and passed. '

Mr. BALDWIN submitted the following resolution, which
was considered by unanimous consent and agreed to :

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in-
structed to ascertuin, so far as may be practicable, and report
to the Senate, the rs of the contract existing between
the Government of New Grenada and Messrs. Aspinwall, Ste-
vens, and Chauncey, in regard to the construction of the proe
posed ruilroad across the Lithmus of Panama, and the terms on
which the use of such railroad for the transit of pa and'
merchandise is secured to the people and Government of New
Grenuda and of the United States,

PURCHASE OF CUBA.

The following resolution, submitted yesterday by Mr. Miz-
LER, was tuken up for consideration :

Resolved, That the President of the United Sfates be re-
qlnened'm inform the Senate whether any and what in=
tions or corves
ernment and
sons acting under

comImunica-
which con-

President,

dénce have taken place between this Gove
Government of Spain, or between any per-
. the direction or authority of ejther Govern~
ment, in relation to the purchase of Cuba by the United States,
und that he communieate to the Senate copies of such negotia=
tions or co dence, so far as the sume may be sommuni.-
cated consistently with the public interest,

Mr. BERRIEN. Mr. President, 1 would suggest to the
mover of the resolution (Mr. Mirzenr) whether it would not
be better to transfer it to the Executive session.

It seems 10 me, sir, to be an interference, which is not ac-
cording to the wsage of the Senate, with the Executive pow-
g:n!’ lhg(i.ovmmu_f t. The very fact of the pmdmlhécynf

negotiation, if any negotiation be pending, and fact
that the President is authorized by the constitution to enter
into such negotiations, show the importance of preserving the
secresy upon which the success of a negotiation in a great
measure muost depend, y - :

I do not believe myself thatany importance is to be attached
to the present inquiry, because1'do not believe that any such
negotiations are pending. But we should refrain from inter-
fering with what properly belongs to the President by virtue
of powers in him vm«i by the constitution of the United
States ; and we should, at least, protect the Executive from
an exposure which may prove injurious to a negotiation.

I would suggest, therefore, to the mover of the resolution
the propriety of waiving that inquiry here, and making it the
subject of inquiry in Executive session.

Mr. MILLER. Mr. President, in submitting that resola-
tion, I had no intention at all to interfere with the executive
mﬂf the President. It is well known, probably, to the
» that for some time the public prints and the i
mind have been samewhst excited by the rumors relative to
this question—I mean the purchase of Cuba. I did not pre-
sume, nor can I presume, that the President has opened
negotiations of thatkind. On a subject of such’ importance it
is not to b presumed, I spprehend, that the Executive, with-
out giving any intimation whatever to the country, has com-
menced such a negotiation. This resolution Was offered
merely for the purpose of satisfying the public mind upon this
question, 'and pot with any design of encroaching upon the
powers of the Executive. I believe there are many precedents
for @ resolution of this kind. I believe such resolutions were
offered in regard to Oregon and Texas in open_session, and
no objection was urged against them.

Without saying what course I shall adopt myself in r&r-
ence to this matter, I am willing to allow the resolution to
pass over.

The resolution was passed over accordingly.

BILLS INTRODUCED ON LEAVE.

Mr. BREESE, sgreeably to notice, asked and obtsined
leave to bring in & joint resolution explining the act to pro-
vide payment for horses and other property lost while engag-
ed in the military service, ed 18:th January, 1848,
which was read a first and second time by its title, and refer-
red to the Committee on Military Affairs.

Mr. BADGER, in pursusnce of notice, asked and obtain-
ed leave 10 introduce a bill for the reliel of Wm. Pluthmer,
executor of Starkey Armistead, deceased.

Mr. BADGER. Before I move the reference of this Lill,
I wish, in three words, (o state to the Senate the nature of
the bill, and to call the attention of the committee 10

In the year 1829 an action was brough
of the United States, in North Carolina, holden at Albemarle,
in thet State, opon a duty bond., Jud t wer aflerwards
recovered upon the bond, and in 1835, Plammer, in whose be-
balf the took place, as the executor of Armistesd,
paid the full amount of the judgment, interest, and costs, into
the clerk’s office of the court in which judgment was ren-
dered. Things romained in this condition until 1846, nearly
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bill was then referred to the Committes on the Ju-

RAILROAD ACROSS THE ISTHMUS.

Mr. BENTON. Before any regulsr business is taken up,
1 beg leave to state to the Senate that, at the request of some
on my left, | bave obtained the contract made between

and the
e o
have it here in
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